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States can give a higher priority to microcredit
internationally, and work toward the goal of
the 1997 Microcredit Summit—to reach 100
million of the world’s poorest families, espe-
cially the women of those families, with credit
for self-employment and financial and busi-
ness services by 2005.

Our bill builds upon the successes of the
Grameen Bank of Bangladesh, which was
started by Mohammed Yunus in 1983. I’d rec-
ommend that each of my colleagues read the
book ‘‘Give Us Credit,’’ by Alex Counts, which
eloquently tells the story of how Mr. Yunus
brought so many of his fellow citizens out of
poverty through microlending.

The U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment [USAID], under the able leadership of
Brian Atwood, has also been involved in
microenterprise for awhile now, and has been
doing a good job at it. Also, groups such as
Results, a grass roots support group headed
up by Sam Daley-Harris, has worked tirelessly
in promoting the ideals of microcredit, cul-
minating in their successful Microcredit Sum-
mit, which was held here in Washington last
month.

Mr. Speaker, this bill calls for no new funds.
Rather, we’re calling for more of our existing
funds to be used to support microcredit pro-
grams. Specifically, the bill asks for $170 mil-
lion for fiscal year 1998 and $180 million for
fiscal year 1999 to be allocated to USAID for
microcredit assistance. Half these resources,
at least $85 million for fiscal year 1998, and
$90 million for fiscal 1999, would go to institu-
tions serving the poorest 50 percent of those
living below the poverty line, especially
women, with loans under $300.

In addition, we’d like to provide $20 million
for special initiative within the International
Fund for Agricultural Development [IFAD] to
support community based micro-finance insti-
tutions that serve the very poor in rural areas.

Why Microcredit? Well, the World Health Or-
ganization reports that poverty is the leading
cause of death worldwide. Over 1 billion peo-
ple—or one-fifth the world’s population—live in
extreme poverty. Microcredit is one of the
most effective antipoverty tools in existence,
allowing people to eradicate poverty and hun-
ger in their own lives.

The microcredit program enjoys broad bipar-
tisan support. These programs not only help
millions work their own way out of poverty, but
also recycle foreign aid dollars through loan
repayments. Microcredit loans are self-sustain-
able. They are easily replicable and powerful
vehicles for social development.

Mr. Speaker, I hope you’ll join me in support
of the Microcredit for Self Reliance Act of
1997.
f
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
acknowledge the accomplishments of a dedi-
cated group of young women who worked to-
gether in the true spirit of sportsmanship to
achieve a long-awaited goal.

The group is the Celina High School Lady
Bulldogs basketball team of Celina, TN, and

that goal was making it to the State Class A
championship game. Although they were not
victorious, the hardwork and dedication they
demonstrated throughout the year will not be
without notice. After all, they were honored as:
1997 Tri-Lakes Conference Champions, 1997
District 5 Champions, 1997 Region 3 Cham-
pions, and 1997 State Runner-up.

These women of Celina High School trained
vigorously, played tirelessly, and deserve rec-
ognition for a job well done.

I congratulate each member of the team,
their head coach, Joe Sims, and all the assist-
ant coaches, managers, school administrators,
and all other support staff. I know they won’t
soon forget this milestone, and those that are
still to come.

The players are true champions: Nicole
Davis, Jennifer Davenport, Kaylin Walker,
Amanda Kendall, Tara Ashlock, Michelle
Chambers, Crystal Price, Amber Isenberg, An-
drea McLerran, Trinity Weddle, Amanda
Thompson, Erica Melton, Janet Barlow,
Courtney Cross, Dana Key, Cera Burnette,
and Claudia Bailey.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I am very hon-
ored to represent the city of Asbury Park, NJ,
which this week is celebrating its 100th anni-
versary.

If you mention Asbury Park to anyone in this
country under the age of 45, they will often
recognize it as the city Bruce Springsteen put
on the map.

I am a great fan of Bruce Springsteen whom
I consider a true musical talent and whose
album ‘‘Greetings from Asbury Park,’’ did in-
deed familiarize millions with our city. But I am
quick to point out that Asbury Park was a fa-
mous seashore resort for almost a century be-
fore Bruce Springsteen entered the musical
scene.

In fact, Asbury Park was attracting great
musical talent starting perhaps in 1904 when
Arthur Pryer, a member of the John Philip
Sousa band, began a series of concerts on
the boardwalk. According to a history compiled
by Florence Moss, ‘‘Men in white straw hats
and women in white-linen bustled dresses,
carrying lace-trimmed umbrellas, would prom-
enade the length of the mile long boardwalk.’’

Founded decades earlier by James A. Brad-
ley, a developer with great foresight, and
named after Francis Asbury, the father of
Methodism in the United States, Asbury Park
changed from sand dunes and forests to an
exclusive seashore resort during the latter part
of the 1800’s. Until the rail line was extended
farther south, wealthy residents of Newark and
New York would take the train to Long Branch
and then be picked up by horse and carriage
and transported to Asbury Park.

The twenties was a rip-roaring era at the
Jersey Shore featuring a rather booming and
lucrative prohibition period. This in turn was
followed some years later by the big bands
and the likes of Count Basie and Frank Si-
natra and other music greats.

During World War II, the British Navy took
residence in the Monterey and Berkeley

Carteret hotels and the British Army inhabited
the Kingsley Arms Hotel. This presence en-
abled local residents to survive gas rationing
and other wartime shortages.

On the nearby boardwalk, the Casino and
Convention Hall were utilized for other pur-
poses. Since the twenties, entertainers per-
formed and trade shows and folk festivals
were held in these massive structures which
were designed by architects Warren and
Wetmore, who also designed New York’s
Grand Central Station.

Asbury Park can also claim the distinction of
being the first seaside resort in the country to
adopt a sanitary sewer system and its trolley
system was only the second electric system
built in the United States.

Mr. Speaker, while Asbury Park has suf-
fered from a loss of revenues in recent years
and the relocation of many stores to the shop-
ping malls, it still boasts wonderful beaches, a
great boardwalk, wide streets, historic archi-
tecture and a corps of dedicated citizens and
public officials dedicated to its rebirth. In my
mind, the restoration of Asbury Park to its po-
sition as a premier vacation and cultural cen-
ter is well within our grasp and I pledge to
work hard to see that this dream of ours is re-
alized.
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Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, as you are aware, I am very concerned
about conditions in the former Portuguese col-
ony of East Timor. Particularly, I believe I
bring a unique perspective to the debate be-
cause I am one of the few Members of Con-
gress to have visited the good people of East
Timor. As a legislator, I have been privy to the
debate in Congress over the responsibility of
the United States to fight for human rights
world wide.

Up until 21 years ago, East Timor was a
colony of Portugal. In 1975, the small, emerg-
ing nation of East Timor was brutally invaded
by the nation of Indonesia. Over the past 21
years, the people of East Timor have been
subjected to some of the worst abuses of
human rights in the world. The Indonesian
government has been a cruel and repressive
dictatorship.

More than 200,000 East Timorese—almost
one-third of the population—have been killed
or have died from starvation after being forced
from their villages. All attempts at peaceful
protest have been met with violent oppression.
This attack cannot be countenanced and this
violence must end.

Abduction, torture, suppression of dissent,
and disappearances are common occurrences
under the Indonesian occupation of East
Timor. Suppression of the East Timorese inde-
pendence movement includes arbitrary deten-
tion, use of secret detention facilities, rape,
torture frequently resulting in death. These
abuses occur in large part due to the free
hand given to the military to suppress the
independence movement.

In December of last year, I visited the Indo-
nesian-occupied land of East Timor. One of
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the greatest honors of my life was attending
Christmas midnight mass celebrated by Bish-
op Belo, one of the two 1996 Nobel Peace
Prize winners, and spending Christmas Day
with him. My visit there has made me truly re-
double my efforts on behalf of the people of
East Timor and Indonesia.

There is no question that the attacks and
abuses are escalating throughout Indonesia.
Since Christmas Eve, there have been numer-
ous roundups by security forces. A recent
New York Times editorial cited the effects of
this crack down on nongovernmental organiza-
tions. This latest instance of violence against
the people of East Timor and Indonesia re-
quires an immediate response from the U.S.
Government.

As a former Portuguese colony, the con-
cerns of the Portuguese-Americans for the
human rights situation in East Timor have
been great. Indeed, as I travel across the
country, it is primarily in the Portuguese com-
munities, and of course the large Portuguese
communities in Rhode Island, that I hear con-
cerns over the plight of these people half way
around the globe. Senator Pell and former
Representative Ron Machtley both raised my
awareness of this issue. Unfortunately, things
have not changed. What was true then was
true now, human rights in East Timor have not
improved.

This year’s U.S. Department of State human
rights report clearly classifies the country of In-
donesia as one of the worst violators of
human rights. The report highlights those ac-
tions based on authoritarian efforts to sup-
press dissent, enforce cohesion and restrict
opposition groups and nongovernmental orga-
nizations. The report has over 30 pages dedi-
cated to the intolerable human rights situation
in Indonesia.

The bill that I am introducing today, the In-
donesian Military Assistance Accountability
Act, will attempt to confirm a commitment from
Indonesia to cease the human rights violations
throughout the country. The bill imposes mili-
tary sanctions on the country of Indonesia if its
human rights record fails to improve.

I have worked closely with numerous human
rights groups, and nongovernmental organiza-
tions, to establish the most effective way to
protect the people of East Timor and other
parts of Indonesia, such as Aryan Jaya, where
human rights atrocities are being committed.

Specifically, the bill conditions United States
arms sales and transfers on a few achievable
policy reforms by the Government of Indo-
nesia in the areas of free and fair elections,
labor rights, protection of nongovernmental or-
ganizations, including human rights, environ-
mental, and religious foundations, rights and
protections for the people of East Timor, re-
lease of political prisoners, and fair trials for
such persons.

Indonesia repeatedly denies that there is a
problem. If this is true, the Indonesians have
nothing to fear by a close investigation of their
human rights practices.

Unfortunately, they do have much to fear
and they have been very vocal about any pos-
sible legislation that I or other congressional
Members may introduce.

The bill I am introducing is clearly for mili-
tary sanctions only. But it will send a message
to Indonesia and it will take away the $26 mil-
lion in military assistance that it receives every
year if it does not change its ways. We have
waited too long for change and it will not come

without a law on the books to impose change
on Indonesia. I look to the rest of my congres-
sional colleagues to support this legislation, in
order that we send a clear and unmistakable
message to Indonesia—that they must cease
violating the human rights of the people of In-
donesia, particularly in East Timor.
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Mr. FAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to the Vacaville Reporter, Solano Coun-
ty businesses, the students and kids who par-
ticipate in the Partners in Achieving Literacy
Program.

I am proud to say that more than 100 busi-
nesses throughout Solano County have come
forward to join Partners in Achieving Literacy
(PAL) with the Vacaville Reporter in helping
local kids stay on top of their school work and
their citizenship.

More than 5,000 students in Travis, Dixon,
Vacaville and Fairfield/Suisun School District
participate and benefit from this year’s pro-
gram alone. Teachers from more than 120
classrooms use the Reporter as a teaching
tool in subjects ranging from geography to ec-
onomics to civics to current events. Thanks to
lesson plans that have been suggested to
local teachers by the Reporter, reading and
math skills have been heightened. We need
more interaction between business and stu-
dents like Partners in Literacy if we are to pre-
pare our children and students for the chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

Weekly features in the Reporter like Kids
Tech, Rooster Tails and Kids Talk have gotten
even more kids involved in learning about the
issues of the day and the issues that affect
their community.

Programs like the Reporter’s PAL Program
is an essential component to our overall na-
tional education strategy. As employers in our
community come to depend more and more
on a skilled and technical workforce for tomor-
row’s economy, it is critical that we have the
educated labor pool to fill those jobs.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
The Vacaville Reporter, the businesses of So-
lano County and most of all the kids and
schools who participate in the Partners in Lit-
eracy program.
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
the RECORD for Thursday, March 13, incor-
rectly listed my declared intention to vote on
rollcall vote Nos. 49 and 50 regarding moving
the previous question and final passage of the
Paperwork Reduction Act.

Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘no’’ on rollcall 49 and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 50. I
was present and voted on rollcall No. 48.

UPS: BREAKING THE SOUND
BARRIER
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I want to high-
light a monumental achievement accomplished
by one of America’s premier deliverers of mail
and packages, the United Parcel Service
[UPS]. As part of a national mandate, UPS
has become the first major North American
airline to fully comply with stage 3 aircraft
noise reduction regulations, 3 years before the
federally mandated deadline.

Indeed, this ambitious and expensive initia-
tive undertaken by UPS speaks volumes
about the company’s commitment to promot-
ing quieter and more efficient transport of par-
cels. Today, all 197 jets in the UPS fleet will
comply with the stage 3 noise-reduction rule.
The number of residents in noise-impacted
areas will be reduced by 80 percent. Clearly,
UPS has set a standard that other airlines
should strive to emulate.

Using current technology, UPS planes will
now utilize 18 percent less fuel. Additionally,
instead of a 22-square-mile area being af-
fected by noise, the area will now be 6.5
miles.

1997 marks the 50-year anniversary of the
historic flight in which Capt. Chuck Yeager ex-
ceeded the speed of sound. UPS has now
broken a new sound barrier that will provide
long-term benefits for the environment, the air-
line industry, and citizens. Other airlines
should follow the lead of UPS and achieve
early compliance with stage 3 aircraft noise re-
duction regulations.
f

MARY MULHOLLAND: THE SPIRIT
OF SERVICE
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Mary Mulholland, an ex-
traordinary woman from Morris County, NJ, for
her years of dedicated service to the people of
our county and State.

Mr. Speaker, there is hardly a person in
Morris County who has not been touched by
the innate kindness of Mary Mulholland. Over
the years, she has been ever present in the
many volunteer and service organizations that
make our county one of America’s most won-
derful places to live, work and raise a family.

Educated at the College of Saint Elizabeth
in Convent Station, Mary went on to work for
the New York Telephone Co. soon thereafter.
By the 1950’s she was married and raising six
children with her husband, the late Dr. Robert
E. Mulholland. Yet somehow, Mary found the
time to become involved in community service.
True to form, Mary jumped in with both feet
and before long she helped found the Morris
County Aftercare Clinic and the Dope Open,
Inc., which became the first in a long line of
public service commitments she would lead.

Mary devotes her time to numerous organi-
zations, including St. Clares Riverside Foun-
dation, Dover General Hospital and Medical
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